HIBBING COMMUNITY COLLEGE

COURSE OUTLINE
COURSE TITLE & NUMBER:  Special Topics in Science:  Nobel Conference:  NSCI 2000
CREDITS:      1.0    (Lecture / 1)
PREREQUISITES:  Students must be in good academic standing.
CATALOG DESCRIPTION:

Special Topics in Science:  Nobel Conference is designed to explore the role of science in our daily lives, as exemplified by the Nobel Conference at Gustavus Adolphus College, St. Peter, Minnesota.  Students will explore a current scientific topic by participating in pre and post-conference seminars at HCC and by attending lecture sessions and associated activities at the Nobel Conference.

OUTLINE OF MAJOR CONTENT AREAS:

I.
Methods of scientific investigation


A.
Science and the scientific method

B.
Scientific research


C.
Communication of scientific research

II.
Role of Science in Society


A.
Technological advancement


B.
Health and medical developments


C.
Environmental understanding

D.
Moral and ethical challenges

III.
Nobel Prizes


A.
History of the Nobel Prizes


B.
Nobel Prize Categories


C.
Nominations for Nobel Prizes


D.
Qualifications to receive Nobel Prizes

IV.
Nobel Conference


A.
Current topic


B.
Lecture sessions and presenters


C.
Societal issues involved


D.
Conference Nobel Laureates


E.
Significance of conference issues

COURSE GOALS/OBJECTIVES/OUTCOMES:

The student will:
1. explain the scientific method and describe the process of scientific discovery.

2. differentiate among science, nonscience, and pseudoscience and provide examples of each.
3. describe ways in which science is intimately entwined with society.
4. describe the history, purpose, and ramifications of the Nobel Prizes.
5. trace the history of the Nobel Conference by listing previous conference topics.
6. research information pertaining to the current Nobel Conference topic.
7. describe the scientific work of each of the major conference presenters.
8. research the significance of the scientific work of the Nobel Laureates at the Nobel conference.
9. explain the significance of the Nobel Conference topic to the scientific community.
10. summarize articles, reviews, and books by current Nobel Conference participants.
11. enumerate ways in which the current Nobel Conference topic affects society.
12. attend the Nobel Conference lectures at Gustavus Adolphus College, St. Peter, Minnesota, and participate in associated activities.
HCC COMPETENCIES MET:

Working Productively and Cooperatively

Communicating Clearly and Effectively

Thinking Creatively and Critically

Social / Civic Responsibility

STUDENT CONTRIBUTIONS:

Students are required to attend all lecture sessions, attend the Nobel Conference, participate in and contribute to class discussions, complete assignments on time, and request assistance when needed.  Attendance is critical for the successful completion of this course.  Students must act in a responsible manner and treat others with respect.

METHODS FOR EVALUATING STUDENT LEARNING:

Student evaluation will be on the basis of cumulative points gained during the course.  The evaluative methods are objective and essay exams, written journal summaries, a poster presentation, an annotated bibliography on Nobel Conference topic, and participation in course activities.

GRADING:

A/F or AUDIT

SPECIAL INFORMATION:  

Students will travel to Gustavus Adolphus College in college vehicles.  Lodging and a meal stipend will be provided each student.  Students will be required to purchase selected readings of Nobel lecturers and this material will constitute the course text(s).
ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS:

Attendance is required at all seminar sessions and at Nobel Conference lectures and associated activities.
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